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NGOs file landmark complaint to UN Human Rights Committee
on Russian aggression in Ukraine

(Ons ykpaiHCbKOi BEpCii TEKCTY ropTamTe BHN3)

The Clooney Foundation for Justice (CFJ), Legal Action Worldwide (LAW), and
Truth Hounds filed a complaint to the UN Human Rights Committee (HRC)
today on behalf of 18 Ukrainian victims of a Russian missile attack which
killed 29 people and injured over 200.



https://cfj.org/
https://www.legalactionworldwide.org/
https://truth-hounds.org/en/homepage/

The joint complaint argues that Russia violated the right to life of all those killed as a result of an
attack on the city of Vinnytsia on July 14, 2022, conducted as part of Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine. At the time of the attack, Vinnytsia was more than 380 kilometers from the frontline.
Russia struck the commercial center of Vinnytsia with three Kalibr missiles, which are high-
precision guided weapons. Russia claimed that the attack targeted a high-level military meeting
held at one of the buildings struck by the missiles, but most people killed and injured by the strike
were civilians.

Such attacks against densely populated urban areas have been a consistent feature of Russia’s full-
scale invasion since it began in February 2022. Yet, given the limitations of international
humanitarian law (the laws of war) and international criminal law, some of these attacks may be
hard to prove as war crimes, even when they result in massive civilian casualties.

“This innovative case was developed over two years of investigation and legal analysis,” said
Anya Neistat, Legal Director of CFJ’s The Docket initiative. “If our arguments are accepted by
the Human Rights Committee, the complaint will set a worldwide precedent, advance
accountability for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and offer a measure of justice to the families
of all those killed in aggressive war.”

The UN Human Rights Committee receives complaints from people who claim that a state has
violated the rights enumerated in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The
Committee shares certain features with courts. Where the HRC finds a violation, its decisions
reaffirm the state’s obligations to provide effective remedies which can include compensation.

“Nothing will bring our loved ones back,” said 40-year-old Yaroslav, whose wife was killed and
seven-year-old son severely injured by the strike. “But we are determined to do everything we
can to bring justice to them, and countless others, who are still being killed in Ukraine every
day.”

The joint complaint calls on the Human Rights Committee to bring justice for the families of the
victims of the Vinnytsia attack by determining that Russia’s actions during this unlawful attack
violated the victims’ right to life and ordering the payment of reparations to the families.

“A favorable decision from the Committee will mean that the victims of the attack are no
longer just ‘collateral damage’ of military action,” said Roman Avramenko, Executive Director
of Truth Hounds. “It will recognize that their rights have been violated and that they are
entitled to redress. The UN Human Rights Committee should not miss this opportunity to take
action based on its own principles”

The field and open-source investigation carried out by CFJ and its partners into the circumstances
of the strike, as well as an extensive legal analysis supported by expert opinions from leading
scholars, conclude that the Vinnytsia attack violates the right to life of both civilians and military
personnelin accordance with the HRC’s General Comment 36, which states that any killings arising
from an act of aggression—as defined by international law—constitute a violation of the victims’
right to life under the Covenant.

This submission to the HRC is the latest step in CFJ’s efforts to hold Russia accountable for crimes
committed in Ukraine. In October 2023, The Docket filed three cases with German federal


https://www.ohchr.org/en/calls-for-input/general-comment-no-36-article-6-right-life
https://cfj.org/news/cfj-files-cases-in-germany-against-russian-commanders-for-crimes-committed-in-ukraine/

prosecutors, one of them jointly with Truth Hounds, requesting an investigation into alleged war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Ukraine. In June 2024, The Docket filed another
case of behalf of victims of sexual violence in Austria.

For more information about this case, the Vinnytsia attack, and the HRC’s mandate, click here.
For more about The Docket’s work in Ukraine, click here.

For b-roll material that can be credited to HiddenLightOffice/Channel 4 and field photos taken by
the Docket team in Vinnytsia, click here.

About the Clooney Foundation for Justice’s Docket Initiative:

The Docket triggers prosecutions against perpetrators of war crimes and mass atrocities, and
represents survivors in their pursuit of justice. The Docket seeks to hold abusers of human rights
accountable to survivors, victims, and their families. Its work takes place in conflict zones and
courtrooms. The Docket gathers evidence of international crimes and uses that evidence to trigger
official investigations and prosecutions by international, regional, or national courts. The Docket
represents and supports survivors, witnesses, and victims’ families in court, helping them tell their
stories and seek legal accountability.

About Legal Action Worldwide:

LAW takes a survivor centered, gender sensitive approach to creative legal strategies in order to
improve access to justice and provide legal redress to the most vulnerable in conflict-affected and
fragile regions.

At LAW we work towards equality of all before the law and to deliver access to justice to those who
need it most - victims and survivors of human rights violations and abuses in conflict-affected and
fragile environments. We use creative lawyering, combining national and international expertise
with a deep understanding of survivor and victim needs and wishes, to provide recognition of the
violation suffered to the victim, to bring attention to the situation and to break the cycle of impunity
and recurrence.

About Truth Hounds:

Ukrainian non-governmental organization (NGO) Truth Hounds has been documenting and
investigating war crimes and human rights abuses in Ukraine and other countries since 2014. Its
mission is to find the truth, prosecute those responsible for war crimes, and share expertise in the
field of international humanitarian law.

For more about Truth Hounds click here.

FpoMapchKi opraHizauii nogarTb 3HakoBy ckapry Ao Komitety
OOH 3 npaB nAUHN LWLOA,0 POCiUCbKOI arpecii B YKpaiHi
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®dona KnyHi «3a cnpaBeanuBictb», Legal Action Worldwide (LAW) i Truth Hounds cninbHO noganu
ckapry oo Komitety OOH 3 npas ntoguHu Bif, iMeHi 18 ykpaiHUiB Ta yKpaiHOK, AKi NocTpaXkaanu Big
pociricbkoro paketHoro o6ctpiny. Y peaynbraTi o6cTpiny 3arnHynu 29 nrogen i noHag 200 otpumanmu
nopaHeHHsA.

CninbHa ckapra cTBepg)Xye, Lo Pocia nopywmna npaBo Ha >XWUTTA BCiX 3armbnmx BHacNifgok
pakeTHoro o6c¢ctpiny M. BiHHMUA 14 nunHAa 2022 poKy, BUMHEHOrO Yy KOHTEKCTI arpecii Pocii npoTtu
YKpaiHnn. Ha MoMeHT aTtakum BiHHWUA 3Haxogunaca Ha BigcTaHi noHaa 380 kinoMeTpiB Big NiHITGPOHTY.
Pocia 3aBpana ygapy no ueHTpy BiHHUUI BUCOKOTOUHOI 36po€to: TpboMa pakeTamm «Kanibp». Pocis
3aABWNa, WO aTaka byna cnpaAaMoBaHa BMCOKOMOCAAOBY BiMCbKOBY 3yCTpid B OAHIN i3 Byaisenb,
BpakeHUx paketamu. [lpoTte 6inbwicTe 3armbnux i nopaHeHMX BHacNigok o6cTpiny 6ynm
UMBITBHUMMN.

MopnibHi 0bcTpinu ryctoHaceneHMx MiCbKMX paroHiB cTann Heig’eMHow cTparterieto Pocii Big
no4yaTtky NMoBHoMacLUTabHOro BTOPrHeHHa y aoToMy 2022 poui. OgHak, 3 ornagy Ha obMeXXeHHsA
Mi>KHapOAHOro ryMaHiTapHoOro npaea (nNpaBa BeAeHHA BiMHW) Ta MiDKHApPOAHOro KpUMiHanNbHOro
npaea, AesAki 3 umx o6¢cTpinie MoXXyTb ByTN cknagHo KBasnidpikyBaTh AK BOEHHI 3104NHU, HaBITb AKLLO
BOHM NMPU3BOAATbL L0 MAaCOBUX XXEPTB Cepes, LUMBINIbHOrO HaceNeHHs.

«L{a iHHoBayilHa cripaBa 6yayBasach 4Ba POKU, BDaxoByrO4u Yac, HeobxigHuUU 4/1A pOo3CigyBaHHA
ma rpugu4vYHoro aHanisy», - 3aasmna AHa HenctaT, ropuandHa anpektopka iHiuiatmen The Docket
®doHay KnyHi. «Akwo Hawi aprymeHmu 6ygyms npulHami Komimemom OOH 3 npas nroguHuU, ckapra
cmBopumb npeyegeHm Ha CBIMmOBOMY PiBHI, cripuamume npuUMmMArHeHHr A0 BiarnosigasibHocmi 3a
BMoprHeHHA Pocii B YkpaiHy ma 3abe3neqyums neBHy Mipy cripaBeasiuBocmi ciM’aM ycix aarubsiux
BHAaC/1iOK arpecuBHOI BilIHU».

Komiter OOH 3 npaB ntoanHM po3rnagae cKkapru Big ocib, Aki cTBepa>KytoTb, L0 Aep>KaBa nopyLwinnia
npaea, 3a3HauyeHi B Mi>kHapoaHOMYy NakTi Npo rpoMaAHChKi Ta NoNiTUYHI NpaBa. KOMiTeT Mae neBHi
cninbHi pucu 3 cygamu. Akwo KomiTeT BCTaHOBMOE NOPYLUEHHSA, MOro pilleHHA HarosoWwyTbh Ha
3060B'A3aHHAX Aep>kaBn 3abe3neumntn epekTUBHI 3ac0bm NPaBOBOro 3axXMCTy, AKI MOXXYTb BK/1HOYaTH
KOMMeHcauito.

«Hiwo He noBepHe Hawux 67uU3bKux», - cka3as 40-piuHuii Apocnas. Moro apy>kuHa 3arvHyna, a
CEMUPIYHNI cuH ByB Ba)kKKO MOpaHEHWI B pedynbrati obCcTpiny. «Ase Mu piwyye HasauwmoBaHi
3pobumu Bce Moxk/1uBe, Wobu BiAHOBUMU CripaBeA/iuBicmsb A/19 HUX | 6e3idi iHwux roged, aKux
npoaoB>Xyroms B6UBamu B YkpaiHi WogHA.»

CninbHa ckapra 3aknukae Komitet OOH 3 npaB ntognHun 3ab6e3neunTt cnpaBeanuBicTb ANA pigHUX
3arnbnux Big obcTpiny BiHHMUI, BM3HaBLWIM, Wwo gii Pocii nig yac uboro He3akoHHOro Hanaay
NopyLUMAX NPaBo NocTpaykaanmx Ha >XUTTs, Ta NOCTaHOBUBLLW BUNNaTy penapaduin ciMm'am 3arnbnmx.

«Mo3umusHe piweHHa Komimemy o3HayamuMe, w0 nocmpaxxaasi Big Hanaay 6ibwe He € uWe
«CyrnymHdiMu Bmpamamu» nig 4ac BilicbkoBux Agil, - noacHne PoMaH ABpaMeHKO, BMKOHaBYUI
anpekTop opranisauii Truth Hounds. «BoHo BU3Hae, wjo ixHi npasa 6y/1u rnopyuwieHi i ujo BOHU Maromab
rnpaso Ha BigukogyBaHHA. Komimem OOH 3 npaB 104UHU HEe MOBUHEH yrycmumu Yro MOXK/1UBICMb
BXXUMU 3axo/4iB Ha OCHOBI B/1aCHUX MpUHYUMiB».
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®oHpoM KnyHi pa3oM 3 naptHepaMmn NpoOBiB pPO3CNigyBaHHA HA OCHOBI AaHWX, OTPMMaHUX Nig vac
NosbOBUX MiCilA, Ta aHani3y BiAKpUTUX axkepen wono obctaBmH o6cTpiny. Lli poscnigyesaHHs, a Takox
AeTanbHUN IOPUOUYHUIA aHani3, NiagKpPinIeHnn eKcrnepTHMMU BUCHOBKaMM MPOBIAHMX HAyKOBLIB,
noBoasaTb, Wo o6cTpin y BiHHWUI nopyllye npaBo Ha XUTTA AK UMBINbHMUX 0cCi6, Tak i
BiNCbKOBOC/Y>K60BUIB, BiaAnoBigHo no 3aranbHoro koMeHTapa N2 36 KomiTeTy 3 npaB ntoguHU, AKUN
CTBEPOXKYE, LLLO «BCi BOMBCTBA BHAC/NIA0OK aKTy arpecii NopyLUyTh [...] NpaBo Ha XXUTTA».

MopaHHA ckaprn go Komitery € HOBUMM KpPOKOM Yy 3ycunnax ®oHgy KnyHi nputarHytu Pocito go
BiAMOBIAaNbHOCTI 3@ 3N04YMHU, CKOEHI B YKpaiHi. Y xoBTHI 2023 poky The Docket nogae Tpu cnpasu
0o ®egepanbHoi npokypatypu HiMeuynHu, ogHa 3 AKux — cninbHo 3 Truth Hounds, 3 npoxaHHAM
NPOBECTM PO3C/iAyBaHHA MMOBIPHUX BOEHHMX 3/T0UMHIB i 3/T0YMHIB NPOTU NOAAHOCTI, BUMHEHUX B
YKpaiHi. Y uepsHi 2024 poky The Docket nogag ille ogHy cnpaBy B ABCTPIi Bif iMeHi nocTpaykaanmnx
BiJ, CeKCcyanbHOro HaCWAbCTBA.

LLLo6bwn gisHaTtmca 6inblue npo uto crpasy, 06¢cTpin BiHHMUI Ta MaHgaT KoMiTeTy, HaTUCHITb TyT.
LLLlo6wn gisHaTtmca 6inblie npo poboty The Docket B YkpaiHi, HAaTUCHITb TyT.

[Ona matepianie b-roll aBTopcTea HiddenLightOffice/Channel 4, Ta poTorpadin, 3pobneHmnx Ha Micui
nogaii komaHpoto the Docket y BiHHMUi, HATUCHITb TyT.

Mpo IHiuiaTney «The Docket» ®opHy KnyHi «3a npaBocyans»:

The Docket iHiuitoe kpuMiHanbHe nepecnigyBaHHA 0Ci6, NPUYETHNX 4,0 CKOEHHA BOEHHUX 3MTI04YNHIB i
MacoBMX 3BIipCTB, Ta MNpencTaBnAe noTepninux y ixHin 6opotbbi 3a cnpaBepgameicTb. MeToro
iHiLiaTMBM € NPUTArHEeHHA MOPYLUHWKIB NpaB AAMHW A0 BiAMNOBig4anbHOCTI nepepn BUiNiNMMMK,
>XepTBaMu Ta ixHiMm pognHamu. The Docket npauroe y 3oHax KOHONIKTIB Ta cypoBux 3anax. The
Docket 36upae nokasm Mi>KHapOOHUX 3M04YMHIB Ta BUKOPMUCTOBYE iX ANA iHiLitoBaHHA odiuinHNX
po3cnigyBaHb i KpUMiHaNbHUX NepecnigyBaHb Mi>kHapPO4HMMMN, PErioHaNbHMMN UM HaLliOHaNIbHUMM
cynamu. |IHibiaTmeBa npegctaBnsae Ta nigTpPUMye BLUINIAWMX, CBIAKIB Ta pPoAWHM XepTB Yy cyai,
gornomaratoum iM po3noBigaTy CBOi iCTOpii Ta goMaratmuca KpPUANYHOI BiANOBIAANBHOCTI.

Mpo Legal Action Worldwide:

LAW BuKOpUCTOBYE Nigxia, Opi€eHTOBaAHWM Ha iHTepecax BUININWMX i € reHaepHOo-4YyTAMBUM, ANA
pPO3p0bKM KpeaTUBHUX OPUANYHUX CTPATErIN ANA NOKPaLLEeHHS AOCTYyMny A0 NpaBocyana Ta HagaHHA
npaBoBOi AoMNoMory Hanbinbw BpasIMBUM BEPCTBAM HaceNneHHA B 30Hax KOHQikTy Ta
HecTabinbHOCTI.

Y LAW Mu npautoeMo gna 3abesneyvyeHHsA PiBHOCTI BCiX nepea 3aKOHOM Ta HagaHHA AOCTyny Ao
npasocyann TMM, XTo oro Hanbinble notpebye, - BUININIMM Ta NOCTpaxkaannM Bif NopyLleHb Npas
AOANHN Y KOHOMIKTHUX Ta KPU3OBMX cepefoBuLax. MM BUKOPUCTOBYEMO KpeaTWBHI HOPUOUYHI
niaxoau, NOEAHYHOUM HauioHaNbHUA | Mi)XKHApPOAHUW O0CBIA 3 MUOOKMM PO3yMiHHAM MNoTpeb Ta
6axkaHb BLiNINMX | >KepTB, WO6M 3abe3neunTn BU3HAHHA BUYMHEHUX LWOAO HUX MOPYLUEHb,
NPMBEPHYTW yBary A0 CUTyaLii Ta po3ipBaTh Kono 6e3KapHOCTI Ta peunaunBis.

Mpo Truth Hounds:
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YKkpaiHcbka rpoMagcbka opranisauia Truth Hounds 3 2014 poKy 3arMaeTbCs OOKYMEHTYBaHHAM i
PO3CNiAyBaHHAM BOEHHMX 3/T0UMHIB | MOPYyLUEHb NPaB NOAMHM B YKpaiHi Ta iHWmMxX Kpainax. [i micia

Nnonsara€e y BCTaHOB/EHHI iCTUHW, NPUTATHEHHI 40 BigNOBifaNbHOCTI BUHHUX Y BOEHHUX 3M10MMHaX Ta
NMOLLUMPEHHI eKCrnepTuU3un B ranysi Mi>kHapoAHOro ryMmaHiTapHoro npaea.

LLLo6bwn gisHaTtuch 6inblue npo Truth Hounds, HaTUCHITbL TyT.
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